


Profile and Experience 

 

Tom Drake, President of The Drake Group, held a hammer in his hands when he was 11 years old. He drove nails, measured and cut wood 

while building a garage with his Dad, Uncle and brother. The garage was one of many construction projects he worked on as a kid and a 

passion for building was created. He has been building ever since.  

 

In college, he spent his summers working for a suburban builder /developer of single family homes. Shortly after graduating college, he 

worked at various real estate development firms including Jones Lang Lasalle and The Galbreath Company.  During his tenure with these 

firms, he was involved with projects representing approximately 4.5 million square feet of construction activity. In 1998, The Drake Group 

was formed to focus exclusively on building inspirational places for people to live.  

 

¢ƻƳΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƻƭŀŘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ǊŀƪŜ DǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wealtors 

Good Neighbor award seven times. This award is given to projects which have made a positive contribution to Chicago neighborhoods. 

The company has also received The Gold Key Award from the Greater Chicago Association of Homebuilders for exceptional design and 

construction multiple times, including consecutive years in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. The Drake Group also received a Crystal Key 

Award in 2015, the Greater Chicago Association of Homebuilders highest accolade.  Builder Magazine selected Lakeshore Cottages, The 

5ǊŀƪŜ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ tƛŜǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ мрл ǳƴƛǘǎΦ 

 

  



Profile and Experience 

 

 

Tom Drake has received the Certified Green Professional Designation from the National Association of Homebuilders and holds an 

executive officer position within the Builder 20 Club program.  This club creates an opportunity for qualified members to meet with fellow 

builders in other areas of the country on a regular basis to compare best practices and stay on top of the latest trends. He also currently 

serves as an active member of the Board of Directors of the Greater Chicago Homebuilders Association.   Additionally, he is a Council 

Member at Gerson Lerhman where he provides consulting on various matters of real estate development and building.  

The Drake Group boasts a wide array of semi-custom and custom single family homes, mid-rise buildings and land development. In total, 

this experience represents approximately 200 homes worth more than $100,000,000 

  



Awards 
The Dakota at 3631 North Halsted Gold Key Award Greater Chicago Homebuilders Assoc 

The Dakota at 3631 North Halsted Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

4625 North Malden Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

The Savoy at 1518 West Olive Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

The Northshore at 1514 West Northshore Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

The Berkshire at 1517 West Jonquil Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

The Hampton at 1506 West Jonquil Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

The Mansion at 1215 West Norwood Good Neighbor Award Chicago Association of Realtors 

Lakeshore Cottages in Union Pier, MI 

Builderôs Choice Award ï Best 

New Community Under 150 

Units 

Builder Magazine 

Lakeshore Cottages in Union Pier, MI  
Builderôs Choice Award ï Best 

Clubhouse 
Builder Magazine 

Aspen Hills Community  Gold Key Award  Greater Chicago Homebuilders Assoc 

Hawthorn Model  Gold Key Award  Greater Chicago Homebuilder Assoc 

Aspen Model  Gold Key Award  Greater Chicago Homebuilder Assoc  

2308 Lindenleaf  Gold Key Award  Greater Chicago Homebuilder Assoc  

2050 Lakeshore   Crystal Key Award  Greater Chicago Homebuilder Assoc  





Projects 

Greenwood Cottages, Union Pier, MI  

Five quaint cottages rehabbed and expanded as second 

home retreats 

 
 
 

1215 West Norwood  

Four extraordinary condominiums in a grand former mansion 

Good Neighbor Award 

Union Pier, MI  

Land Development and Building for 37 single family homes 

Builderôs Choice Award ï Best New Community 

 
 

Union Pier, MI  

Clubhouse and Pool / Design Build 

Builderôs Choice Award ï Best New Clubhouse 



Projects 

New Buffalo, MI  

Sales / Design Center  

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph, MI  

Site Plan Design 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago, IL  

Custom Single Family Home 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago, IL  

Custom Single Family Home 

30 West Buffalo   

3636 North Janssen   

3427 North Janssen   



Projects 

2046 West Fargo, Chicago  

Six Spacious Gut Rehabbed 

Condominium Units 

 

 

 

 

1506 West Jonquil, Chicago  

Eight Gut Rehabbed Condominiums 

Good Neighbor Award  

 

 

 

 

1517 West Jonquil, Chicago  

22 Beautifully Remodeled  

Condominium Homes 

Good Neighbor Award  



Projects 

1514 West Northshore, Chicago  

13 Uniquely Designed 

Condominium Homes 

Good Neighbor Award 

 

 

 

 

612 West Barry, Chicago  

16 Unit Gut Rehabbed  

Condominium Homes 

 

 

 

 

1518 West Olive, Chicago  

Eight Gut Rehabbed Luxury 

Condominium Homes 

Good Neighbor Award 



Projects 

4625 North Malden, Chicago  

Eight  Luxury Condominium Homes 

Good Neighbor Award 

 

 

 

3631 North Halsted, Chicago  

56 New Construction Loft Homes  

in the Heart of Lakeview 

12" Ceilings, 10' Windows; Indoor Parking 

Good Neighbor Award 

Gold Key Award 

 

 

 

4603 N. Racine, Chicago  

12 spacious units with large exterior and rooftop decks 

in a new construction mixed use building 

4625 North Malden  


